Acute myelogenous leukemia associated with extreme symptomatic thrombocytosis and chromosome 3q translocation: case report and review of literature.
Acute leukemias with thrombocytosis have been recently linked with structural abnormalities of the short arm of chromosome 3. A 46-year-old man with a 2-month history of recurrent transient ischemic attacks and abdominal pain developed an ischemic left foot and a gangrenous toe as his initial symptoms. Platelet count was 3.5 x 10(6)/microL, and despite plateletpheresis, the patient required left-leg amputation. Pathologic examination was remarkable for arterial thrombosis in the absence of atherosclerotic lesions. A diagnosis of acute myeloid leukemia with a novel translocation between chromosomes 3q21, 16, and 7 was made. Induction therapy was unsuccessful, and the patient died of overwhelming sepsis within 5 weeks of diagnosis. The striking features of this case were extreme symptomatic thrombocytosis, peripheral gangrene without atherosclerosis, and a novel three-way chromosomal translocation involving chromosome 3q21.